	
Visual Arts Teacher Observations

The purpose of this resource is to support school and division administrators in observations and coaching conversations for visual arts teachers in Virginia public schools. The strategies listed support effective instruction connected to skills and concepts of the 2020 Visual Arts Standards of Learning.

The instructional strategies listed in this resource do not encompass what could be seen in a single observation session. Instead, the administrator would see these strategies over the course of a school year. The strategies in this list can guide conversations between the educator and an administrator, instructional coach, department team, and professional learning community. It could also be a tool for teacher self-reflection.

This resource can be used in combination with school and division expectations for classroom management, planning, and assessment.

Visual Art Instruction Look-fors
· Art content is the central focus of the lesson.
· Students understand the art-related goal or purpose of the lesson/unit.
· Lessons include the asking of open-ended questions to foster critical thinking skills and asking students to expand on or explain their thinking.
· Students generate artistic ideas individually, in groups, and/or as a class.
· Students have opportunities to view and respond to many different works of art.
· Students engage in creative problem solving and student art products reflect individual creative ideas and outcomes.
· Students reflect on their work and the process of creating it in ways such as small or large group critique, exit tickets, video or audio reflections, self-assessments, and/or artist statements.
· Students document their work and their creative process through electronic and/or non-electronic means such as sketchbooks and portfolios.
· Digital methods to create and present works of art are demonstrated and incorporated in the classroom.
· Authentic connections between fields of knowledge support quality visual arts instruction.
· A variety of media, skills, and processes for creating art are introduced and developed.
· A safe, supportive, and organized creative studio environment is evident.
· The teachers encourage skill and craftsmanship.
· The correct and safe use of art materials and tools is emphasized and modeled.
· Ethical and legal considerations of intellectual property and acceptable use of media and images are modeled and adhered to.
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